
Dealers, Doctors, and the Drug Company That
Addicted America: An Unprecedented
Investigation
The opioid crisis has become one of the most devastating public health
epidemics in American history. Over the past two decades, more than
500,000 people have died from opioid overdoses, leaving countless
families and communities shattered.

At the heart of this crisis lies a complex web of factors, including the
overprescription of opioids by doctors, the aggressive marketing of these
drugs by pharmaceutical companies, and the illicit drug trade.
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In her groundbreaking book, "Dopesick: Dealers, Doctors, and the Drug
Company That Addicted America," Beth Macy delves deep into the roots of
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the opioid crisis, exposing the greed, corruption, and indifference that have
fueled this epidemic.

Purdue Pharma and the Sackler Family

Purdue Pharma, the manufacturer of OxyContin, played a central role in
the opioid crisis. The company's aggressive marketing campaign, which
targeted doctors and patients alike, helped to create a false sense of safety
around opioid use.

The Sackler family, who owned Purdue Pharma, became immensely
wealthy from the sale of OxyContin. They knew about the dangers of the
drug, but they continued to push it on doctors and patients, putting profits
before public health.

In 2020, Purdue Pharma filed for bankruptcy as part of a settlement with
the federal government. The settlement included a $6 billion fine and a
requirement that the Sackler family relinquish control of the company.

Doctors and the Overprescription of Opioids

Doctors played a significant role in fueling the opioid crisis by
overprescribing these drugs. They were often influenced by the marketing
campaigns of pharmaceutical companies, which presented opioids as safe
and effective pain relievers.

In addition, doctors were under pressure from patients to prescribe opioids.
Many patients believed that opioids were the only way to manage their
pain, and they often demanded these drugs from their doctors.



As a result of the overprescription of opioids, millions of Americans became
addicted to these drugs. They lost their jobs, their families, and their lives.

The Illicit Drug Trade

The illicit drug trade has also contributed to the opioid crisis. As prescription
opioids became more difficult to obtain, people turned to heroin and other
illicit opioids to satisfy their addiction.

The illicit drug trade is often controlled by criminal organizations, which
have no regard for public health. They often sell opioids that are laced with
fentanyl, a powerful synthetic opioid that is much more dangerous than
heroin.

The illicit drug trade has made the opioid crisis even more deadly. In 2020,
more than 75% of opioid overdose deaths involved fentanyl.

The Devastating Human Toll

The opioid crisis has had a devastating human toll. Over 500,000 people
have died from opioid overdoses since 1999, and millions more have been
addicted to these drugs.

The crisis has also had a significant impact on families and communities.
Many people who have lost loved ones to opioid overdoses are left with
grief, anger, and a sense of hopelessness.

The opioid crisis has also had a negative impact on the economy. The cost
of addiction treatment, healthcare, and lost productivity has been estimated
at over $1 trillion per year.



The opioid crisis is a complex public health problem that has been fueled
by greed, corruption, and indifference. Purdue Pharma, the Sackler family,
and doctors all played a role in creating this crisis.

The crisis has had a devastating human toll, and it has also had a
significant impact on families, communities, and the economy.

As we grapple with the opioid crisis, it is important to remember the victims
of this epidemic. We must also hold accountable those who are responsible
for fueling this crisis.

We need to work together to create a more just and equitable healthcare
system that puts the needs of patients first. We need to educate people
about the dangers of opioids, and we need to provide more support for
addiction treatment and recovery.

Only by working together can we end the opioid crisis and rebuild our
communities.

Families and communities have been shattered by the opioid crisis.

Doctors overprescribed opioids, contributing to the crisis.

The illicit drug trade has made the opioid crisis more deadly.
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