
Liber Astrum: The Magick Of The Planetary
Intelligences
Liber Astrum, also known as Liber Ratsianus, is a seminal work of Western
esotericism attributed to the 16th-century German physician and astrologer
Johannes Trithemius. This enigmatic manuscript presents a comprehensive
system of planetary magic and astrology, providing a framework for
understanding the celestial influences and harnessing their power for
various magical operations.
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Historical Context

Liber Astrum emerged during the Renaissance, a period marked by a
renewed interest in classical and Hermetic texts. Trithemius, a prominent
figure of the era, was a renowned scholar and polymath with a deep
fascination for astrology, alchemy, and theurgy. It is believed that Liber
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Astrum was compiled from various medieval sources, including the writings
of Abu Ma'shar, Albumasar, and Al-Biruni.

Key Principles

The core principle of Liber Astrum revolves around the concept of planetary
intelligences. According to the manuscript, each of the seven traditional
planets (Sun, Moon, Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn) is
associated with a specific intelligence, a celestial being that governs its
sphere of influence. These intelligences possess unique powers and
attributes that can be invoked and harnessed for magical purposes.

Liber Astrum provides a detailed description of each planetary intelligence,
including its name, symbol, color, element, and correspondences to specific
herbs, stones, and metals. The manuscript also outlines the astrological
conditions and ritual procedures necessary for effective invocations and
evocations of these intelligences.

Magical Applications

Liber Astrum serves as a practical guide for various magical operations,
ranging from simple invocations to complex rituals and planetary
consecrations. The manuscript presents a comprehensive collection of
seals, sigils, and incantations designed to invoke and communicate with
the planetary intelligences.

The applications of Liber Astrum extend beyond personal empowerment
and spiritual growth. It offers methods for influencing external events, such
as weather manipulation, healing, and protection from harm. The
manuscript also provides guidance on the use of planetary magic in



astrology, allowing practitioners to harness the celestial influences for
astrological predictions and chart interpretations.

Thelemic Magick

In the 20th century, Liber Astrum gained prominence as a foundational text
within Thelema, a spiritual and philosophical system established by Aleister
Crowley. Crowley believed that Liber Astrum contained profound insights
into the nature of the universe and the human psyche, and he incorporated
its principles into his own system of Thelemic magick.

Crowley's interpretation of Liber Astrum emphasized the importance of self-
knowledge and the development of the true will. He saw planetary magic as
a tool for exploring the subconscious mind and contacting one's higher self.
Thelemic magick, based on Liber Astrum, became a popular practice
among esotericists and spiritual seekers.

Golden Dawn

Liber Astrum also played a significant role in the development of the
Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn, a prominent occult society founded in
the late 19th century. The Golden Dawn drew inspiration from various
esoteric traditions, including Theosophy and Freemasonry, and
incorporated Liber Astrum into its curriculum.

Within the Golden Dawn, Liber Astrum was used for astral projection,
communication with spirits, and the development of psychic abilities. The
society's members believed that the planetary intelligences could provide
guidance and assistance in their magical practices.



Liber Astrum remains an influential text in Western esotericism, offering a
comprehensive and practical framework for understanding the planetary
intelligences and their role in magic and astrology. Its principles and
applications continue to resonate with spiritual seekers and practitioners,
providing a pathway for personal growth, spiritual development, and the
exploration of the hidden forces that shape our lives.
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Mystic Legend and His Epic Crusade Into the
New World: A Comprehensive Exploration
The story of Mystic Legend is a tale of adventure, discovery, and the
clash of cultures. It is a story that has been passed down through
generations, and it is...
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The Wandering Fire: A Captivating Fantasy Epic
in the Fionavar Tapestry
: A Realm of Enchantment and Adventure Welcome to the enigmatic
realm of Fionavar, a world where ancient magic, heroic quests, and the
battle between good and evil intertwine....
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